
WEEKS ONE & TWO

Day
Big 

Idea
Mini Lesson

Focus
Standards

Mentor 
Texts:

1/2

I can
research 
to find 

facts that 
support a 

topic.

Brainstorm:  I can 
generate a list of topics 
to research.  I can ask 
questions about a topic.

TEKS:  2.24AB, 2.17A,
3.17A, 3.25AB

CC:  W2.7, W2.8
W3.4, W3.7

What If You 
Had Animal 
Hair by: 

Sandra Markle

What If You 
Had Animal 
Teeth by: 

Sandra Markle

What If You 
Had Animal 
Feet by:  

Sandra Markle

What If You 
Had Animal 
Ears by:  

Sandra Markle

Gail Gibbons 
Books

Nonfiction 
Books about 

Animals

National 
Discovery 

Kids (Lots of 
options) 

3/4
Research and Organize:  
I can find information 
using technology and 

books.  I can organize the 
information I find.

TEKS: 2.25ABC, 2.17A, 
3.17A, 3.25AB, 3.26, 

3.26B, 3.26C

CC: W2.7, W2.8, W3.4, 
W3.7, W3.8

5/6 Write:  I can record my 
research.

TEKS: 2.27, 2.17B, 
3.17B, 3.26D

CC:  W2.7, 2.8, W3.5, 
W3.8

7
Revise:  I can revise the 
topic based on the initial 

research questions.

TEKS:  2.26, 2.17C, 
3.17C, 3.27

CC:  W2.5, W2.7, W2.8, 
W3.5

8
Edit:  I can use 

capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling correctly 

when writing. 

TEKS:  2.17D, 3.17D

CC:  W2.5, W2.7, W2.8, 
W3.5

9 Publish:  I can publish a 
final copy of my writing.

TEKS:  2.27, 2.28A,
2.29, 2.17E, 3.17E, 3.28, 

3.29

CC:  W2.6, W2.7, W2.8, 
W3.5

10
Explore/Recap:  I can 

learn from my 
classmates’ research.

TEKS:  2.25C, 2.28, 
3.29

CC:  W2.8, W3.8

RESEARCH



WEEKS THREE & FOUR

Day Big Idea
Mini Lesson

Focus
Standards

Mentor 
Texts:

11

I can research 
to find facts 

that support a 
topic. 

Brainstorm: I can 
brainstorm a list of 
driving questions to 
guide my research. 

W2.2, W2.8, W3.2
W3.8, W3.4, W2.7, W3.7

TEKS 2.17A, 2.19
TEKS 3.17A, 3.20, 2.20A 

See included 
list

12-
14

Research: I can 
research to find 

facts that will 
support a topic. 

W2.2, W3.5
W3.2B, W3.2D

TEKS 2.17B, 2.19, 2.2Avii
TEKS 3.17B, 3,20, 

3.22Aviii

15-
16

Write & Organize: 
I can write a 

paragraph that 
identifies a topic and 
provides supporting 
facts and examples 

found during research 
to support a topic.  

W2.2, W3.5
W3.2B, W3.2D

TEKS 2.17B, 2.19, 
2.2Avii

TEKS 3.17B, 3,20, 
3.22Aviii

17-
18

Revise & Edit:
I can revise to make sure 
that I have a clear topic, 
supporting details, and 

closing in my paragraph.

I can edit for correct use 
of conventions.  

W2.5, W3.5
L2.2A, L3.2

TEKS 2.17D, 2.22B
TEKS 3.17D, 3,23B

19-
20

Publish: I can 
publish a final 
copy of my 

writing. 

W2.6
W3.6, W3.2A
TEKS 2.17E
TEKS 3.17E

RESEARCH



Animal Research



Animal Research



Around the World and Back: The Seven Continents



Around the World and Back: The Seven Continents



4 Research Prompts (including QR codes for research sites) to 
Display and Prompt Strips to glue into spiral


