
1stGRADE

DECEMBER
• Oskar and the 

Eight Blessings
by 

Richard and Tanya 
Simon

• The Animals’ 
Santa

by Jan Brett

• Over and 
Under the Snow

by Kate Messner

• The Great 
Spruce

by John Duvall

Rooted inREADING

by Amy Lemons and Katie King



BOOK: READING: CC: GRAMMAR: CC: PHONICS: CC:

Oskar & 
the 8 

Blessings
Mental 
Images

RL1.4
RL1.7

Plural Nouns
Suffix s, es

L.1.1.C
L1.4B
L1.4C

-ill family
Blend: tr

RF.1.3, 
RF.1.3B, 
RF 1.2B

The 
Animals’ 
Santa

Analyze 
illustrations 
and use to 

describe the 
story

RL1.7
Plural Nouns 

in 
Sentences

L.1.1.C -ee pattern
Blend: cr

RF.1.3, 
RF.1.3B, 
RF 1.2B

Over and 
Under the 

Snow

Information 
in pictures

vs 
information 

in texts

RI1.6
Pronoun: I, 

me, my L.1.1.D -ea pattern
Blend: dr

RF.1.3, 
RF.1.3B, 
RF 1.2B

The 
Great 
Spruce

Establish 
purpose for 

reading
RL1.5 Verb Tenses L1.1.E -ay pattern

Blend: fr
RF.1.3, 
RF.1.3B, 
RF 1.2B



BOOK: READING: TEKS: GRAMMAR: TEKS: PHONICS: TEKS:

Oskar & 
the 8 

Blessings
Mental Images 1.6D

Plural Nouns
Suffix s, 

es
1.11Diii -ill family

Blend: tr

1.2Bi, 
1.2Bii
1.2Cii, 
1.2Ciii

The 
Animals’ 
Santa

Analyze 
illustrations and 
use to describe 

the story

1.10
C

Plural Nouns 
in 

Sentences
1.11Diii -ee pattern

Blend: cr

1.2Bi, 
1.2Bii
1.2Cii, 
1.2Ciii

Over 
and 

Under 
the 

Snow

Information in 
pictures vs 

information in 
texts

1.9Di
i

Pronoun: I, 
me, my

1.11Dvii, 
1.11Dviii

-ea pattern
Blend: dr

1.2Bi, 
1.2Bii
1.2Cii, 
1.2Ciii

The 
Great 
Spruce

Establish 
purpose for 

reading

1.6A
1.10
A

Verb 
Tenses

1.11Dii -ay pattern
Blend: fr

1.2Bi, 
1.2Bii
1.2Cii, 
1.2Ciii



lesson plans



lesson plans



1stGRADE

DECEMBER
Rooted inREADING

by Amy Lemons and Katie King

Oskar 
and the 
Eight 

Blessings
by Richard 

and  
Tanya 
Simon



COMPREHENSION
Book Questions:  Use these questions to guide the 

discussions that the class has during the read 
aloud throughout the week.  Keep them nearby so 

that you can facilitate a meaningful classroom 
discussion!

Digital Anchor Charts:  Use these posters 
during your mini-lessons. Display them after the 

lesson to serve as a reminder or help ful tool 
for students who need it. 

Follow-Up Activities:  These printables are 
designed to check student understanding.  
Most can be glued right into notebooks to 

keep for future reference.  If you are needing 
grades, these activities would serve that 

purpose. 

Check for Understanding: 
Reading Passage

Comprehension Check



nonfiction reader

The flap-ups can be used 
to respond to the 

nonfiction reader.  They 
can be glued onto 

construction paper or into 
students’ spirals.

The NF reader can be displayed digitally or printed off.  I 
like to laminate and bind mine so students can read them 

over and over again! 



ANCHOR CHARTs





VOCABULARY

Vocabulary Cards can be 
used to introduce 

unfamiliar terms in the 
book.  They can be 

displayed for students to 
refer to throughout the 

week.

Vocabulary Prompts are great warm-
ups.  These helps students to think 

about and use the new terms.  They can 
be glued into an interactive notebook.  
You may just want to choose a couple 
for the week rather than tackling every 

single one.

Vocabulary 
Printables:  These 
can be used as an 

assessment towards 
the end of the week 
OR they can be used 
throughout the week 

during the whole 
group lesson.  It 
may be that you 
want to complete 
these together so 
that your students 
learn the format.



GRAMMAR
M: Singular 
and Plural 
Noun 
Anchor 
Chart/Sort 
and 
Printable

T:  Singular 
and Plural 
Noun Flap-
book with 
sort



GRAMMAR
W: Singular and 
Plural Noun Flap-
book

TH:  Noun Sort

F:  Singular and 
Plural Noun Test



PHONICS



1stGRADE

DECEMBER
Rooted inREADING

by Amy Lemons and Katie King

The 
Animals’ 
Santa
by Jan 
Brett



COMPREHENSION
Book Questions:  Use these questions to guide the 
discussions that the class has during the read aloud 
throughout the week.  Keep them nearby so that you 

can facilitate a meaningful classroom discussion!

Digital Anchor Charts:  Use these posters 
during your mini-lessons. Display them after the 

lesson to serve as a reminder or help ful tool 
for students who need it. 

Follow-Up Activities:  These printables are 
designed to check student understanding.  
Most can be glued right into notebooks to 

keep for future reference.  If you are needing 
grades, these activities would serve that 

purpose. 

Check for Understanding: 
Reading Passage

Comprehension Check



nonfiction reader

Students use the Venn 
Diagram Flap-book to 

compare 2 animals from 
the Nonfiction Reader.  
Students fold and cut 

their flap-book.  Students 
write the animals on the 

outside.  Students 
compare and contrast 

under the flaps.

The NF reader can be displayed digitally or printed off. 



ANCHOR CHARTs





Students make Santa.  They can add cotton 
balls to the hat.  Students either write a letter 

to Santa or write about the story.



VOCABULARY

Vocabulary Cards can be 
used to introduce 

unfamiliar terms in the 
book.  They can be 

displayed for students to 
refer to throughout the 

week.

Vocabulary Prompts are great warm-
ups.  These helps students to think 

about and use the new terms.  They can 
be glued into an interactive notebook.  
You may just want to choose a couple 
for the week rather than tackling every 

single one.

Vocabulary 
Printables:  These 
can be used as an 

assessment towards 
the end of the week 
OR they can be used 
throughout the week 

during the whole 
group lesson.  It 
may be that you 
want to complete 
these together so 
that your students 
learn the format.



GRAMMAR
M:  Plural Noun 
Sort

T:  Unscrambling 
Sentences



GRAMMAR
W:  Nouns in 
Sentences

TH:  Plural and 
Singular Noun 
Flap-book

F:  Plural Noun 
Test



PHONICS



1stGRADE

DECEMBER
Rooted inREADING

by Amy Lemons and Katie King

Over and 
Under the 

Snow
by Kate 
Messner



COMPREHENSION
Book Questions:  Use these questions to guide the 
discussions that the class has during the read aloud 
throughout the week.  Keep them nearby so that you 

can facilitate a meaningful classroom discussion!

Digital Anchor Charts:  Use these 
posters during your mini-lessons. 

Display them after the lesson to serve 
as a reminder or help ful tool for 

students who need it. 

Follow-Up Activities:  These 
printables are designed to check 
student understanding.  Most can 
be glued right into notebooks to 
keep for future reference.  If you 

are needing grades, these activities 
would serve that purpose. 

Check for Understanding: Reading 
Passage Comprehension Check



nonfiction reader

This H-Chart is used 
for comparing and 

contrasting.  
Students compare 
two animals from 

the nonfiction 
reader.  On the 

sides, students write 
di fference.  In the 
middle, students 
write similarities.

The NF reader can be displayed digitally or printed off.  



ANCHOR CHARTs





VOCABULARY

Vocabulary Cards can be 
used to introduce 

unfamiliar terms in the 
book.  They can be 

displayed for students to 
refer to throughout the 

week.

Vocabulary Prompts are great warm-
ups.  These helps students to think 

about and use the new terms.  They can 
be glued into an interactive notebook.  
You may just want to choose a couple 
for the week rather than tackling every 

single one.

Vocabulary 
Printables:  These 
can be used as an 

assessment towards 
the end of the week 
OR they can be used 
throughout the week 

during the whole 
group lesson.  It 
may be that you 
want to complete 
these together so 
that your students 
learn the format.



GRAMMAR
M:  Pronoun 
Anchor 
Chart

T:  Pronoun 
Flap-Book



GRAMMAR
W:  Pronoun 
Game

TH:  Pronoun 
Pocket Book

F:  Pronoun 
Assessment



PHONICS



1stGRADE

DECEMBER
Rooted inREADING

by Amy Lemons and Katie King

The 
Great 
Spruce
by John 
Duvall



COMPREHENSION
Book Questions:  Use these questions to guide 
the discussions that the class has during the 
read aloud throughout the week.  Keep them 
nearby so that you can facilitate a meaningful 

classroom discussion!

Digital Anchor Charts:  Use these posters 
during your mini-lessons. Display them 

after the lesson to serve as a reminder or 
help ful tool for students who need it. 

Follow-Up Activities:  These printables are 
designed to check student understanding.  
Most can be glued right into notebooks to 

keep for future reference.  If you are 
needing grades, these activities would 

serve that purpose. 

Check for Understanding: 
Reading Passage

Comprehension Check



nonfiction reader

Students 
choose two 

types of trees 
from the 

Nonfiction 
reader to 

compare on 
their graphic 
organi zer.

The NF reader can be displayed digitally or printed off.  I 
like to laminate and bind mine so students can read them 

over and over again! 



ANCHOR CHARTs





VOCABULARY

Vocabulary Cards can be 
used to introduce 

unfamiliar terms in the 
book.  They can be 

displayed for students to 
refer to throughout the 

week.

Vocabulary Prompts are great warm-
ups.  These helps students to think 

about and use the new terms.  They can 
be glued into an interactive notebook.  
You may just want to choose a couple 
for the week rather than tackling every 

single one.

Vocabulary 
Printables:  These 
can be used as an 

assessment towards 
the end of the week 
OR they can be used 
throughout the week 

during the whole 
group lesson.  It 
may be that you 
want to complete 
these together so 
that your students 
learn the format.



GRAMMAR
M:  Verb 
Anchor Chart 
and Graphic 
Organi zer

T:  Verb Tenses 
Flap-Book Sort



GRAMMAR
W:  Verbs in 
Spirals

TH: Verb 
Game

F: Verb 
Tenses 
Assessment



PHONICS


